
ôWonderful!õ 
Says Newly Ordained Priest of his experience at Kenrick-Glennon 
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BY FR. MICHAEL HOUSER  
ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. LOUIS 

     I will never forget 

the morning of Tues-

day, April 21.  I was 

awakened at an early 

hour by a call from a 

friend at the seminary, and I 

guessed that could mean only 

one thing: our long wait for an 

archbishop was over! When I 

answered the phone, my friend 
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     ñKenrick-Glennon Seminary has been 

a wonderful experience for me,ò says Fr. 

Mark Chrismer, one of ten Kenrick-

Glennon seminarians who were ordained 

to the Order of Priesthood this year. On 

Saturday, May 23 Bishop Robert 

Hermann ordained Fr. Chrismer and three 

others for the Archdiocese of St. Louis. 

      

Capital Campaign Announced 

The four newly-ordained 

priests for the Archdiocese 

of St. Louis with Bishop 
Robert Hermann , Msgr. 

Vernon Gardin, and Msgr. 
Ted Wojcicki following the 

Ordination Mass of May 23 

at the Cathedral Basilica. 
 

(Photo courtesy of Jerry Naunheim) 

 

 

A Newsletter for the Alumni and Friends of Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 

Mission Statement 
 

     Kenrick-Glennon Semi-

nary is a community of 

faith, formation, and learn-

ing, located in the Archdio-

cese of St. Louis, preparing 

men for the Roman Catholic 

priesthood of Jesus Christ. 
 

     Under the guidance of 

the Holy Spirit and to the 

praise of God the Father, we 

cultivate the human, spiri-

tual, intellectual, and pas-

toral gifts of candidates for 

the diocesan ministry. 
 

     To this end, we commit 

ourselves to a responsible 

and effective stewardship of 

resources, carrying on our 

recognized tradition of ser-

vice to the Church. 

had but one word to say: 

ñCarlson.ò  I was overjoyed, 

because I knew how well-

loved Bishop Robert Carlson 

of Saginaw was by all who 

knew him.  One of the things 

that seemed to stand out was 

his deep love of the priest-

hood, and his commitment to 

the promotion of priestly vo-

(Continued on page 5) 

Archbishop Robert J. Carlson 

Archbishop Robert Carlson Arrives 
At an Archival Moment in Seminaryõs History 

 

     In attendance at the Cathedral Basilica 

were family and friends of  Fr. Mark 

Chrismer, Fr. John Mayo, Fr. Eric Olsen, 

and Fr. David Skillman , as well as priests, 

deacons, men and women religious, semi-

narians, and members of the lay faithful. 

 

(Details of ordinations, ministries, and 

graduations are found on page six.) 
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A Campaign for the Seminary is A Campaign for Priesthood 
BY MSGR. TED WOJCICKI  

PRESIDENT-RECTOR 
KENRICK-GLENNON SEMINARY 
 

The proud legacy of 

Kenr i ck-G lennon 

Seminary continues; 

two of our alumni, 

Archbishop Timothy 

Dolan of New York 

and Archbishop George Lucas of 

Omaha received the pallium from His 

Holiness Pope Benedict the XVI on the 

Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul in St. Pe-

terôs Basilica this June 29.  Another of 

our alumni, Cardinal William Baum, 

continues his distinguished service of 

the universal Church.  Our hall of bish-

ops in the seminary proudly displays 

the portraits of many of our alumni 

who have been elevated to the Episco-

pacy and who have proclaimed the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ zealously for 

the last hundred years. 

     The cause for canonization has be-

gun for one of our alumni from the 

Diocese of Wichita, Fr. Emil Kapaun, 

and evidence is emerging that miracles 

have occurred through his intercession. 

      In the Archdiocese of St. Louis 

alone, hundreds of alumni have served 

with distinction in many areas of pas-

toral ministry: Msgr. Elmer Behrmann 

in special education; Fr. William Pe-

zold as a saintly pastor; Msgr. George 

Hildner as an agronomist who was a 

ñsavior of soils, savior of soulsò; Msgr. 

John Shocklee with service to the poor; 

Msgr. James Curtin in promoting 

Catholic schools; and Msgr. Martin 

Hellriegel in liturgy.  These heroic 

priests all squarely faced the specific 

challenges of bringing the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ to the culture of their par-

ticular era and situation.  Similarly, the 

priests of our present generation work 

tirelessly to face squarely the chal-

lenges of the current generation.  The 

seminarians of the present generation 

at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary are to-

tally dedicated to conforming their 

hearts to the loving heart of Jesus 

Christ, Shepherd and Head, in order 

through the administration of one of the 

sacraments; also I am confident that the 

priestly service to the people of God was 

also often of a pastoral and material na-

ture, provided with love in the name of 

Jesus Christ.  Similarly I am confident 

the lay faithful will be generous in their 

support of this campaign in gratitude for 

the selfless priestly service they have 

received.  My own personal pledge in 

support of the campaign ñFaith for the 

Futureò is given in support of the present 

and future generation of seminarians as 

well as in gratitude for the priestly ser-

vice I myself have received from other 

priests throughout my life. 

     At an evening prayer service before 

the recent campaign reception for parish 

leaders, Archbishop Carlson exhorted the 

lay faithful who were present to be sure 

to ñpray before you make your pledge.ò  

I repeat his request to all who are asked 

to make a pledge for this campaign.  In 

addition, I also ask for your prayerful 

support for the present generation of 

seminarians, for those who may be called 

to priesthood, and for those of us who are 

privileged to provide the priestly forma-

tion for this present generation of semi-

narians.  In turn I promise to all who are 

involved in the campaign, Faith for the 

Future, good stewardship of your sacri-

fices and the seminaryôs commitment to 

preparing saintly priests in service of 

Jesus Christ and His Gospel. 

Seminary Needs:    ($ Millions) 
 

Critical Needs and Repairs 7.0 

Faculty Offices  7.0 

Student Rooms  3.0 

Learning Resource Center 

       and Library   9.0 
 

Endowment              20.0 
 

Campaign Expenses: 
 

Administration  2.4 

Operational   1.1 

Administrative Fees  0.5 
 
 

Total    $50 Million 

that they might continue priestly ser-

vice in the tradition of the alumni who 

preceded us in service. 

     In order that the seminary might be 

able to continue to fulfill its mission of 

forming the next generation of priests 

to promote the Gospel at the beginning 

of this new millennium, certain im-

provements are needed for the seminary 

facilities.  Some of these building needs 

are due to an aging infrastructure; an 

eighty year old building needs some 

replacement parts as does an eighty 

year old human body.  Some of these 

building needs are due to growing 

seminarian population; this past year 

was the largest enrollment in twenty 

years.  Some of these building needs 

are due to the changing times; the semi-

nary needs to honor the protocol of our 

times; the seminary needs to have a 

more distinct separation of its residen-

tial and public spaces. (These needs are 

detailed in the lower-right corner of this 

page). In addition, the seminary needs 

an increased endowment to meet the 

challenges of operational costs in our 

present age.  At this point I should also 

indicate that I am edified that the semi-

narians never complain about the con-

dition of the facilities; however those of 

us who care for the facilities have the 

responsibility to exercise good steward-

ship to provide adequate facilities to 

implement the mission of the seminary. 

     However, this campaign, Faith for 

the Future, is more about seminari-

ans who are preparing to be priests 

in service of the Church and the Gos-

pel of Jesus Christ than it is about 

the building and the facilities.  Hence 

I would propose that ña campaign for 

the seminary is truly a campaign for 

priesthood.ò I am confident that the lay 

faithful who are approached to support 

this campaign are all grateful for the 

priestly service that has been provided 

them by one (or many) priests at par-

ticular times in their lives or throughout 

their lives.  This priestly service was 

most often of a directly spiritual nature 



As I See It: Why I Am Making a 

Sacrificial Gift to ôFaith for the Futureõ 
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BY MARK GUYOL  
KENRICK-GLENNON SEMINARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

     I am making a sacrificial gift to 

Kenrick-Glennonôs ñFaith for the Fu-

tureò capital campaign for three rea-

sons. 
 

We are blessed to have Kenrick-

Glennon Seminary. 
 

     Our priests are trained right here in 

our own archdiocese, by our own 

priests and highly qualified lay fac-

ulty, in a manner that is in communion 

with Rome.  Most dioceses do not 

have the opportunity for their future 

priests to be trained together, learning 

the same curriculum and forming life-

long fraternal bonds.  We do.  Itôs a 

blessing.   

     Have you had a seminarian as-

signed to your parish in the past cou-

ple of years?  Itôs great, isnôt it?  My 

kids come home from school talking 

about what a neat guy Anthony Ochoa 

is.  Thatôs a blessing.  Anthony was 

ordained a transitional deacon this 

Spring. 

     Let me tell you about Dr. Susanne 

Harvath.  Sheôs awesome!  Sheôs the 

Coordinator of Human Formation Ser-

vices and a Professor of Pastoral 

Counseling at Kenrick-Glennon.  In 

addition to her regular classes at the 

Seminary, she teaches courses for 

those studying for the permanent di-

aconate and is a Project Rachel 

counselor.  She and the other fac-

ulty members at the seminary are a 

blessing to the people of our arch-

diocese. 
 

The needs are real. 
 

The building was built in 1931.  

There have been no major improve-

ments and only essential repairs 

made over the years.  A good por-

tion of the money raised will go to 

basic infrastructureðheating cool-

ing, plumbing, and electric.  Believe 

me, itôs needed. 

     Enrollment is up!  We need more 

space for more seminarians!  Great 

news! 

     There will be a new Resource 

Center (library) and additional fac-

ulty offices as well. 

     In order to sustain the Seminary, 

the endowment will receive a sig-

nificant portion of the funds from 

the capital campaign.  With the new 

funds, the seminary will be able to 

insure it will have the funds to edu-

cate and form our future priests for 

many, many years to come. 
 

It is our duty.  
 

     We must support our seminary, 

our priests, and our future priests.  

This is OUR Seminary, not some 

foreign or far off institution.  Your 

pastor, most likely, attended Kenrick-

Glennon.  The priests that will minis-

ter to your children and grandchil-

dren, most likely, will also attend 

Kenrick-Glennon.  It is our duty to 

support and provide for the future of 

the important institutions of our arch-

diocese.    
 

     Archbishop Carlson has placed his 

faith in us to support this campaign. 
 

     I challenge you to pray before 

making your pledge: 

o Think about the all of the gifts in 

your life 

o Think about the goodness of the 

priests in your familyôs life 

o Think about the need for a sustain-

able future of this great institution 

o Think about archbishop Carlsonôs 

request that we each make sacrifi-

cial gifts 
 

     It is up to YOU, not the person 

sitting next to you in the pew. 
 

     Accept the challenge!  Make the 

pledge! Support our wonderful 

priests and seminarians and our great 

seminary!  Sustain our seminary with 

your pledge to the ñFaith for the Fu-

tureò campaign! 
 

Mr. Guyol, along with his wife Joan and three 

children, are parishioners of Immacolata in Rich-

mond Heights. 

 

BY FR. BRIAN HECKTOR , ASSOCIATE PASTOR, ASCENSION CATHOLIC CHURCH IN CHESTERFIELD, ORDAINED FROM KENRICK-GLENNON SEMINARY IN MAY, 2008 
 

     In the seminary, I would frequently imagine my life as a priest.  Of course, my imagined priesthood and the 

real priesthood are quite different.  This vocation is far more enjoyable and difficult than I had ever imag-

ined.  With praise and thanks to God, I offer my thanks to all the formators and educators at the seminary, as 

well as to all those who support the seminary in so many ways.  Having a major seminary in the Archdiocese 

is a large expense, but that fact is overshadowed by the tremendous fruits and benefits.  My sincerest thanks to 

all who made my vocation possible and will make other vocations possible.  It is a great joy to serve you and 

the Church. 

A Time for Gratitude 



Priest  Spotlight  
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No doubt, at one time or another, youõve watched award ceremonies, such as the Academy 

Awardõs òOscarsó and listened as the recipient went through a list of people they would like to 

thank for making  this day possible. The Herald asked a group of recently-ordained priests, òWho 

would be on your list to thank for making possible your ordination day and all that led up to it?ó 

This is what they had to say: 

 

FR. ERIC OLSEN, ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. LOUIS, ST. NORBERT CATHOLIC CHURCH, FLORISSANT 
 

ñI would like to thank, first of all, Jesus Christ for calling me and being with me on my path to ordination.  I 

would also like to thank my parents for their generosity, love and support.  I am deeply indebted to the 

formation staff of the seminary for their guidance and encouragement.  I appreciate all that my brother 

seminarians, especially my classmates, have done for me during my time of seminary formation.  And finally, I 

owe a debt of gratitude to the people of the Archdiocese of Saint Louis for their prayers and support.ò 

FR. ROBERT FAVAZZA, DIOCESE OF MEMPHIS, ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH, MEMPHIS 
 

ñFirst of all, I would like to thank the Lord Jesus for choosing me to be a fisher of men.  I would also like to 

thank my family for their support and encouragement during the six years of seminary formation.  And I cer-

tainly couldnôt have done it without the close fraternity of my brother seminarians and the witness and guidance 

of the wonderful priests, faculty, and staff at the seminary.  Lastly, the interaction with parishioners at each of 

my ministry assignments in St. Louis (St. Paul-Fenton, St. Clare, and Holy Trinity) and the Diocese of Memphis 

strengthened my desire to be a parish priest and gave me a deeper understanding of the priesthood. 

 

FR. DAVID SKILLMAN, ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. LOUIS, ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, ST. CHARLES 
 

ñI of course owe my greatest thanks to God who gave me not only the grace of a vocation to the holy priesthood 

but also everything I needed to persevere through seminary formation to ordination day. After Him, no one is 

more deserving of my gratitude than my parents. Their fidelity to their vocation as spouses and parents is a 

constant source of strength for me in living out my own vocation. They have supported me in every way 

possible from the moment I told them that I was going to the seminary. Without that support, I know that I 

would not be a priest of Jesus Christ today.ò 

FR. MARK CHRISMER, ARCHDIOCESE OF ST. LOUIS, SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH, VALLEY PARK 
 

ñIf I had to make a thank you list of those who are most responsible for making my ordination possible, I would 

begin by thanking God.  As our Lord says, ñIt is I who chose you.ò  I would thank God, therefore, for choosing 

me to be His priest.  Secondly, I would thank my Mom and Dad for nurturing my Catholic faith and teaching 

me about the goodness of God through their example.  Lastly, I would thank my older sister, Sister Peter Marie 

for inspiring me to give my life in consecration to God.  Her courage in giving her life to God gave me the cour-

age to seek ordination to the Catholic priesthood.ò 

 

FR. CHRISTIAN MALEWSKI, DIOCESE OF KANSAS CITY-ST. JOSEPH, ST. ELIZABETH CATHOLIC CHURCH, KANSAS CITY 
 

ñA comprehensive list of people to thank would be almost impossible.  Nevertheless, there are some that I'd just 

have to mention.  First and foremost I thank Almighty God, for without His help nothing would be possible. I 

thank my parents for teaching me sacrificial love.  I also thank all the priests who have influenced me in a 

positive way, all the faithful who have prayed for me, especially those from my home parish and other parishes 

I have been associated with.  I thank all the members of organizations like Serra and Knights of 

Columbus.  Finally, I thank those seminaries and seminary staff that have contributed to my formation.ò 



Corporate Matching Gifts: Increasing your Investment in Faith for the Future 

BY JUDY SHIPP, KENRICK-GLENNON SEMINARY, MATCHING GIFTS COORDINATOR 
 

     Utilizing your employerôs matching gift program is a great way to get a guaranteed ï in some cases a 

100% or better ï return on your investment.  Many employers will match your generous donation to the 

Seminaryôs Faith for the Future Campaign, and some will even match retireesô gifts. Kenrick-Glennon 

Seminary is an institute of higher education and is recognized by the Federal Government under Section 

501(c)(3) as a tax-exempt entity. 

     Donors can apply for matching gifts through their employerôs Human Resources or Personnel offices.  Once a do-

nation has been made to the Campaign, simply obtain and submit a matching gift form, or if your company allows, 

apply online.  What a simple way to maximize your investment in the formation and education of the seminarians 

who will one day, God willing, serve us as priests.  Most importantly, please keep our seminarians and those respon-

sible for their formation and education in your prayers.  May God bless you for your generosity. 

     If you have any questions regarding the Faith for the Future Campaign or the matching gifts process call the Semi-

nary Development Office at 314-792-6380. 
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Why We Are Involved at the Parish Level 
BY SYLVIA AND MICHAEL SCHEULER  
ST. ALBAN ROE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN WILDWOOD 

 

     When we were asked by 

Msgr. Greg Mikesch, pastor of 

St. Alban Roe Catholic Church 

if we would take a leadership 

role in the Faith for the Future 

campaign, we hesitated briefly, 

but soon agreed.  If the Holy Spirit led him to ask us, we 

had to say ñYes!ò 

     Like many, we both grew up in strong Catholic fami-

lies who emphasized the importance of faith and stew-

ardship.  God has generously blessed us throughout our 

lives and we believe that it is important to share the gifts 

we are given.  While the campaign may take time and 

energy, the mission is too important to ignore. 

Our lives have been positively impacted by so many 

priestsðnot only through the celebration of the sacra-

ments, but as counselors, mentors, and friends.  We are 

proud to assist in the development of future church lead-

ers and contribute to their education and growth. 

     St. Louis is blessed to have Kenrick-Glennon Semi-

nary and we want to ensure that its long history continues.  

We recognize that these economic times are challenging, 

but we believe the community will respond.  As the Holy 

Father has declared this the Year for Priests, we believe 

that this campaign will be successful as we honor those 

who have been called and invest in our future priests.  We 

trust that God will bless our efforts as we continue to 

build up His kingdom here on earth. 

cations. These characteristics would be quite evident in 

the Archbishop-electôs first visit to St. Louis. 

     Following his mid-morning press conference at the 

Cardinal Rigali Center, Archbishop-elect Carlson made it 

a priority, as Archbishop Burke had done five years ago, 

to visit the seminary.  There he spoke of the seriousness 

with which he would take his task of providing worthy 

priests for the Church.  In particular, Archbishop-elect 

Carlson expressed his commitment to continuing and 

bringing to a successful conclusion the seminary capital 

campaign first announced by Archbishop Burke last year.  

He stressed that maintaining a strong seminary was a cru-

cial part of his task, not only for the good of the Archdio-

cese of St. Louis, but also for the larger Church throughout 

the Midwest. 

(Archbishop Arrives, continued from page 1) 
     At his installation on June 10, Archbishop Carlson again 

made clear to all how important priestly formation was to 

him.  Addressing in particular the priests of the archdio-

cese, he stated: ñI commit myself to raising up new and 

worthy vocations and look forward to collaborating with 

you in this important work.  I will never ordain a man a 

priest that I do not know.ò   

      For over 150 years, the Archbishops of St. Louis have 

made it their task to provide a quality formation for future 

priests in St. Louis and beyond.  We can all be grateful for 

a new shepherd who will ensure that this legacy remains 

strong in the 21st century. 
 

Fr. Houser, ordained in 2008, is Associate Pastor at Holy Trinity 

Catholic Church in St. Ann as well as Chaplain and Religion 

Teacher at Trinity Catholic High School. 

Corporate Matching Gifts: Increasing Your Investment in ôFaith for the Futureõ 
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     Congratulations to all these men 

for their growth in priestly forma-

tion this past year. 
 

Sacred Order of the Priesthood  
 

Mark Andrew Chrismer, St. Louis 

John (Jack) Robert Evans, Rockford 

Robert Dale Favazza, Memphis 

Jordan Emmanuel Gongora, Belize 

City and Belmopan 

Russell Paul Kovash, Bismarck 

Christian Joseph Malewski, Kansas 

City-Saint Joseph 

John Walter Mayo, St. Louis 

Eric Francis Olsen, St. Louis 

David Patrick Skillman, St. Louis 

Kevin James Stockbridge, Memphis 
 

Sacred Order of the Diaconate  
 

Matthew Joseph Benjamin, Kansas 

City-Saint Joseph 

Maximilian Kolbe Biltz, Wichita 

Yancey Quinn Burgess, Wichita 
Francis William Doyle, Jefferson City 
Evan Patrick Harkins, Kansas City-

St. Joseph 

James Andrew Holbrook, St. Louis 

Craig Thomas Holway, St. Louis 

Zachary Jon Kautzky, Des Moines 

Timothy James Noelker, St. Louis 

Anthony Bernard Ochoa, St. Louis 

Joseph  Okoth Oganda, Belleville 

Dylan Schrader, Jefferson City 

Brother John Michael Voithofer, 

Omaha (Intercessors of the Lamb) 

Nicklaus Ewald Winker, St. Louis 

Anthony Richard Yates, St. Louis 
 

Ministry of Acolyte, Theology II  
 

Brian Christopher Alford, Springfield 

Marco Antonio De Loera, Wichita 

John Paul Fogliasso, Wichita 

Timothy Joseph Foy, St. Louis 

Michael Joseph Grosch, St. Louis 

Joseph Frank Jaskierny, Rockford 

Listing of Ordinations, Ministries, and Graduations for 2009 

Brother Jerome Alan Lies, Omaha 

Johnson Lopez, Rockford 
Anthony Ogutu Onyango, Belleville  
Joel Patrick Phelps, Peoria 

Nick Eugene Pinkston, Kansas City

-St. Joseph 

Henry Knox Purcell, St. Louis 

Preston Kent Rinne, Kansas City-

St. Joseph 

Jason Roert Signalness, Bismarck 
John Anthony Straatmann, St. Louis 
Andrew James Syring, Omaha 

Kevin William Vogel, Omaha 

James Mark Weeder, Omaha 
 

Ministry of Acolyte, Theology I 
 

Fadi Thomas Maria Auro, St. Louis 

Gregory Peter Carl, Omaha 

James Mercer Clark, Memphis 

Andrew James Czarnick, Omaha 

William Francis Dotson, St. Louis 

Timothy James Draper, Rockford 

Kevin Thomas Drew, Kansas City-

St. Joseph 
Zachary Thomas Edgar, Springfield 
Brian Steven Fallon, St.Louis 

Jeffrey Louis Gardner, Kansas City

-St. Joseph 

Kregg Wald Hochhalter, Bismarck 

Benjamin Robert Kneib, Kansas 

City-St. Joseph 

Richard José Mendoza, Omaha 

Ian Micheal Murphy, Kansas City-

St. Joseph 

James Joseph Netusil, Omaha 
Oswaldo Jesús Sandoval, Kansas City 

Daniel Gerard Shaughnessy, St. Louis 
David Michael Voss, Wichita 
Matthew Ambrose Wanner, Bismarck 
 

Candidacy 
 

Fadi Thomas Maria Auro, St. Louis 

William Francis Dotson, St. Louis 

Brian Steven Fallon, St. Louis 

Robert James Ryan, St. Louis 
Daniel Gerard Shaughnessy, St. Louis 

Oswaldo Jesus Sandoval, Kansas City 
Zachary Thomas Edgar, Springfield 
Gregory Peter Carl, Omaha 

Andrew James Czarnick, Omaha 

Richard José Mendoza, Omaha 

James Joseph Netusil, Omaha 

David Michael Voss, Wichita 

Kregg Wald Hochhalter, Bismarck 
Matthew Ambrose Wanner, Bismarck 
Carlos Gallardo Morales, Colorado 

Springs 

 

Cardinal Glennon College 

Class of 2009 
 

Michael Joseph Cross, St. Louis 

Daniel Thomas Kenney, St. Louis 

Daniel Robert Queathem, St. Louis 

Nicholas Eric Roberts, Kansas City-

St. Joseph 
Charles Kendrick Samson, St. Louis 
Christopher Michael Seiler, St. Louis 

Bishop Robert Hermann leads prayer at the Kenrick

-Glennon Seminary Candidacy Mass September 24, 

2008 (Photo courtesy of Jeff Geerling) 

Daniel Queathem with some of the other members 

of the class of 2009 at the Cardinal Glennon Col-

lege Graduation Mass. (Photo courtesy of Drew Burkemper) 




